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Towards Harmony: Le Corbusier and the Art of the Second Machine Age - Works from Taisei Corporation Collection
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April 9th, Saturday to September 19 th, Monday, 2022

Organized by The National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo

With the cooperation of Taisei Corporation, and the Western Art Foundation
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The present exhibition focusses on Le Corbusier’s paintings and drawings from
the last decades of his life. It is an art very different from his early phase, born

out of a new environment.: The destructions of WWII and the lingering threat of
the Cold War had proven the inherent dangers of the First Machine Age that was
characterized by the machine-idealism of the pre-war era. Although Le Corbusier
continued to pursue a modernist agenda, he now started to believe that the
demands of society had to be satisfied with a new sensitivity for emotional and
spiritual needs. The life of the people, formerly merely considered “geometric
animals”, was now to be infused with poetry. It is precisely in this new intellectual
environment that Le Corbusier designed the main building of the NMWA (opened
in 1959), a place with which he attempted to express the new virtues of the
Second Machine Age that mankind had entered.

Along with these new conceptions, Le Corbusier, the painter, developed an
artistic vocabulary very different from his earlier Purist phase. From the mid-1930s
onwards, forms observed in nature such as bones or shells as well as human
bodies became his major subjects, often arranged according to rigid geometric
composition methods. His efforts finally culminated in a realm of abstract symbols
such as the Open Hand and the multi-faced Taurus. Particularly the former,
symbolizing mutual exchange (“open to give, open to receive”), was to become
the emblem of a new era of the Second Machine Age, in which man and machine,
sentiment and rationality, art and science would finally be harmonized.

Showcasing about 20 works at a time (30 total, including rotation) deposited at
the NMWA from the TAISEI collection, one of the world’s most comprehensive Le
Corbusier collections, the exhibition will offer a unique opportunity to its visitors
to trace the artistic development of the French master from the mid-1930s to his
death in 1965. Among works on display are large compositions such as Taurus
XVIIl and more than 20 rarely shown drawings, 10 at a time, which constitute
snapshots of his artistic journey.

Lastly, we would like to express our gratitude to Taisei Corporation for their
generous loan of works to this exhibition.

This exhibition has been curated by Robert Woitschiitzke (Research Fellow,
The National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo).
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Two Seated Women

1935-47

Oil on canvas

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-6
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Lea

1931

Oil on canvas

Deposit from Taisei Collection
DEP.2012-5

FA—TAFVICRDETHIEME
1949 4

M HYIFR

AR ERKRARELDEFTE

Woman Dancing to an Accordion
1949

Oil on canvas

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-9
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Accordion Player and Olympic Runner
1932

Oil on canvas

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-7
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Still Life with Numerous Objects
1953

Oil on canvas

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-8
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Nude on a Sofa with Dog and Carafe
1934

Oil on canvas

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-15
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Bull XVill

1959

Gouache on canvas

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-11
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Two Bathers with Fishing Net
1936

Oil on canvas

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-16
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Icon

1963

Painted wood and steel

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2018-13
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Two Bathers with Fishing Smack
1937

Oil on canvas

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-14
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Strange Bird and Bull

1957

Tapestry

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2018-14
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The following works are exhibited until June 26 th.
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The following works are exhibited from June 28 th.
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Three Women in Swimsuits
1932

Pencil on paper

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2018-8
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Dog and Woman

1951

Ink on paper

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-82
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Two Reclining Nudes

1932

Gouache and chalk on paper
Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2018-9
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Composition with Women
1933-52

Papier collé and ink on paper
Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-85
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Three Figures

1934

Ink on paper

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-50
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Woman and Hand

1948-49

Gouache and chalk on paper
Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-77
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Figure at Table

1939-52

Papier collé, gouache, ink and
graphite pencil on paper

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-53
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Chandigarh

1953

Chalk, pencil on paper
Taisei Corporation
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Leaning Woman
Ink on paper
Taisei Corporation
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Unicorn

1951

Ink on paper

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-81
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Effigy

1951

Ink on paper
Taisei Corporation
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Composition

1959

Papier collé and ink on paper
Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-90
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Human Figures

1962

Chalk on paper

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-96
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Open Hand

1956

Ink and collage on paper
Taisei Corporation
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Human Figure in Red and Blue
1935

Gouache on paper

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-52
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Three Female Nudes
1950

Ink and collage on paper
Taisei Corporation
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Composition with Head

1956

Gouache, chalk and pencil on paper
Taisei Corporation
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Composition with Woman

1955

Pencil and chalk on paper
Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-87
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Woman with Crossed Hands
1950

Watercolor, gouache and ink on
paper

Taisei Corporation
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Two Women

1953

Gouache, chalk and pencil on paper
Taisei Corporation
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Leaning Figure

1953

Watercolor, chalk and pencil on
paper

Taisei Corporation
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Composition

1959

Papier collé, gouache, ink and pencil
on paper

Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-93
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Chandigarh

1951

Pencil, ink and chalk on paper
Deposit from Taisei Corporation
DEP.2012-0078
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Composition

1963

Watercolor and ink on paper
Taisei Corporation
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