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Introduction

The National Museum of Western Art (NMWA) was established in April 1959 to house the Matsukata Collection, a
selection of Impressionist paintings and Auguste Rodin's sculptures assembled by Matsukata Kojiro and previously
stored by the French government. The NMWA's mission is to provide the public with opportunities to appreciate
Western art. Since its opening, the NMWA, as Japan's only national institution devoted to Western art, has been
involved in exhibitions, art work and document acquisition, research, restoration, conservation, education, and the
publication of materials related to Western art.

In April 2001, the National Museum of Western Art and three other national museums were merged under an
umbrella organization known as the Independent Administrative Institution National Museum of Art.

In 2016, “The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an Outstanding Contribution to the Modern Movement,”
including the National Museum of Western Art, was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Chronology

1951 April The Matsukata Collection consisted of paintings and sculptures that Matsukata Kojiro (president of Kawasaki
Dockyard Co., Ltd. from 1915 to 1928) collected in Europe. The collection had been held by the French
government as the property of the Japanese people managed by the Allies under the San Francisco Peace
Treaty. However, after the Japanese government signed the treaty, Prime Minister Yoshida Shigeru lodged a
request with the French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman for the collection's return. Negotiations took place

between the French and Japanese governments for the collection's return.

1953  June The French embassy sent a diplomatic memorandum to the Japanese foreign minister requiring the Japanese

government to build a French art museum in Tokyo as an essential condition for the collection's return.

December  The Japanese Cabinet confirmed the “French art museum” (tentative name) project and preparations began.
The Japanese Ministry of Education established a preparatory committee.

1959  January The French and Japanese governments signed a memorandum confirming the collection’s return.

April The National Museum of Western Art was officially inaugurated under the Ministry of Education’s institution

settlement law.

June Museum opened to the public.

1968  June The Ministry of Education’s partial modification of the law made the National Museum of Western Art one of
the affiliated institutions of the new Agency for Cultural Affairs.

1979 November  New Wing and maintenanced Main Building opened.

1984  July The law governing the Ministry of Education was amended, making the National Museum of Western Art an
Agency for Cultural Affairs institution.

1998  April Special Exhibition Wing opened. New Wing renovations and Main Building seismic isolation completed.

2001  April The promulgation of the Independent Administrative Institution National Museum of Art law made the
National Museum of Western Art one element of the newly established Independent Administrative Institution
National Museum of Art.

2007 December  Main Building was designated as National Important Cultural Property.

2009  June Fiftieth Anniversary ceremony held.
July Garden of the National Museum of Western Art was registered as Monument (Place of Scenic Beauty).
2016  July “The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an Outstanding Contribution to the Modern Movement,” including

the National Museum of Western Art, was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

2022  April Restored Forecourt opened.
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Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Parisiennes in Algerian Costume or Harem, 1872,
Matsukata Collection
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Vincent van Gogh, Roses, 1889, Matsukata Collection
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The NMWA collection includes works from the
medieval period through mid-20th century, aiming

for a gathering of works that provide a comprehensive
stylistic and chronological overview of the history

of western art from those periods. The museum also
actively seeks out and acquires works by women artists.
Ongoing research is being conducted on the former
Matsukata Collection works which form the basis of the
NMWA collection. The Prints and Drawings collection
is also building a systematic overview of European
printmaking history by acquiring works in various
media and subject matter range. At present, the NMWA
collection includes more than 6,000 works.
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Claude Monet, Water Lilies, 1916, Matsukata Collection
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Paul Gauguin, Two Breton Girls by the Sea, 1889, Matsukata Collection
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Marie-Gabrielle Capet, Self-Portrait, ca. 1783
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Lucas Cranach the Elder,
Judith with the Head of Holofernes, ca.1530
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Berthe Morisot,
Woman in Black (Before the Theater), 1875
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Carlo Dolci, Mater Dolorosa, ca.1655

TIRY - Fyvy =ayv7{rA47 Vi) 1906 4
Akseli Gallen-Kallela, Lake Keitele, 1906
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Peter Paul Rubens, Two Sleeping Children,
ca.1612-13
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Claude Lorrain, A7FY - vu— v KR A 19044

Landscape with Dancing Satyrs and Nymphs, 1646 Joaquin Sorolla, The Drinking Jug, 1904
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Auguste Rodin, The Gates of Hell,
ca.1880-90/1917 (model), 1930-33 (cast),
Matsukata Collection
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Rembrandt Harmensz. van Rijn, Christ with
the Sick around Him, Receiving Little Children
(The ‘Hundred Guilder Print’), ca.1649

ATV =¥y (T er DY) 1895 4L
Mary Cassatt, Feeding the Ducks, ca.1895

(b ROFYHP2—V) 19004EH] KAV 72y
Plique-a-jour Enamel Ring, ca.1900,
Hashimoto Collection
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Permanent and Temporary Exhibitions
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The permanent collection galleries display representative
works from the collection, mainly in chronological
order. In addition to French modern art from Matsukata
Collection, the NMWA has expanded its collection
through donations and ongoing acquisitions since

its opening, and today visitors can view Western art
works from the Middle Ages to the mid-20th century.

In addition to paintings and sculptures, rings from
Hashimoto Collection and medieval illuminations from
Naito Collection are on display, changing exhibits several
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times a year. Thematic study exhibitions feature works
from the NMWA’s collection under specific themes and
showcase the results of our research and studies. In
addition to the permanent exhibition, the NMWA holds
temporary exhibitions three times a year featuring works
on loan from museums in Europe and the United States.
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Major temporary exhibitions held from 2010 to 2020

2010 Exhibition of Frank Brangwyn

Masterpieces from the Museum of Capodimonte in Naples, from Renaissance to Baroque

Albrecht Diirer: Religion/Portraits/Nature Prints and Drawings
2011 Rembrandt: The Quest for Chiaroscuro

The Body Beautiful in Ancient Greece from the British Museuan

Goya: Lights and Shadows. Masterpieces of the Museo del Prado
2012 Hubert Robert - Les jardins du Temps

From Renaissance to Rococo. Four Centuries of European Drawing, Painting and Sculpture.

Traces of Hands: Sculpture and Drawings by Rodin and Bourdelle from the National Museum of Western Art, Tokyo
2013 Raffaello

Le Corbusierand 20th Century Art

Michelangelo Buonarroti The Making of a Genius and the 500th Anniversary of the Sistine Chapel
2014 Jacques Callot : Theater of Realism and Fantasy

The Rings from The Hashimoto Collection of The National Museum of Western Act

Ferdinand Hodler: Towards Rhythmic Images
2015 Guercino

Bordeaux, PortdelaLune

The GoldenLegend
2016 Caravaggio and His Time: Friends, Rivals and Enemies

Sacred and Secular: Israhel van Meckenem & Early German Engraving

Lucas Cranach the Elder: 500 Years of the Power of Temptation
2017 Théodore Chassériau : Parfum exotique

Arcimboldo: Nature into Art

Hokusaiand Japonisme
2018 Velazquez and the Celebration of Painting: The Golden Age in the Museo del PRADO

Michelangelo and the Ideal Body

Rubens and the Birth of the Baroque
2019 Le Corbusier and the Age of Purism

The Matsukata Collection: A One-Hundred-Year Odyssey

Modern Woman: Finnish Women Artists from the Collection of Ateneum, Finnish National Gallery

The Habsburg Dynasty: 600 Years of Imperial Collections
2020 Masterpieces from the National Gallery, London
09 National Museum of Western Art
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Conservation and Conservation Science
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The NMWA is the only national art museum in Japan
with Conservation and Conservation Science sections.
Artworks naturally deteriorate over time, due to tem-
perature and humidity fluctuation, light exposure, and
air pollution. Insects, fungi and other biological damage,
as well as vibration during artwork transportation, can
also accelerate deterioration. Disasters, such as earth-
quakes and floods, further severely damage artworks. The
NMWA Conservation and Conservation Science sections
endeavor to create environments, which to the greatest
degree possible, lessen these effects on the artworks in
their care. When necessary, the staff conduct minimal,
reversible conservation treatments on the artworks, to
ensure their safe display and utilization today, and their
preservation for future generations. The NMWA Conser-
vation Science section participates in each artwork’s
appropriate conservation treatments and relevent art
historical studies by conducting scientific investigations
to clarify the work’s structure, materials and the meth-
ods used by the work’s artist; as well as the degree of its

deterioration and its alteration in later periods.
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The NMWA conducts educational programs for all ages,
from children to adults, providing opportunities for all
to become more familiar with art and art museums, and
deepen their understanding and enjoyment of both. The
NMWA Education section works in conjunction with
local schools to provide School Gallery Talks and Viewing
Programs for School Teachers. The general public is
welcomed to family-friendly Doyo Bijutsu (Saturday
Art Workshops), weekend Art Talks, and Architectural
Tours of the Le Corbusier-designed Main Building.
The Education section invites NMWA curatorial staff
members and external Japanese and overseas specialists
to present lectures and symposia. Junior Passport
self-guides to exhibitions and Activity Books aimed
at elementary to junior high school students are also
developed and distributed.

On a professional development level, graduate
students from relevant specialties are invited to take
up internships within each curatorial section, with
placements determined by their specific subject interests.
The Education section operates a Volunteer Staff program
and collaborates with the Volunteer Staff members on
various programs. These diverse initiatives are all part of
the NMWA’s ongoing development of the museum as a
place for experience and learning.
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Research and study are the essential basis for understand-
ing the NMWA collection and creating more effective
exhibitions. Art historical research involves the gathering
of a broad range of information, from past knowledge
to the latest findings. As part of this process, specialized
books and reference materials have been collected and
accumulated from generation to generation. The surveys
and research based on this accumulated knowledge and
materials is reflected in the permanent collection exhibi-
tions and special exhibitions. The library collection is also
available to the scholars outside the museum from both
Japan and overseas in their own projects and research.
The Research Library’s holdings include books and
materials focused on Western art especially from Middle
Ages to the first half of the 20th century. The library fur-
ther subscribes to online resources. In addition to them,
documents and scholarly reference materials related to
the artists and art works in the NMWA collection are also
accumulated. The Research Library participates in a global
art bibliography project called the Art Discovery Group
Catalogue, and thus further contributes to the establish-
ment of research infrastructure in the art history field.
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Visitor Services
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The NMWA strives to improve accessibility and social
inclusion. and to be a visitor-friendly art museum open
to all. Some of our specific visitor services are:
-Let’s Enjoy Art Together! Please Join Us on Lively
Saturday!
Special days in which talking in the galleries is
encouraged and different viewing methods explored.
-Sign-language Video aids
—Childcare Services
—Nursing Room
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World Heritage

The NMWA'’s architecture is just as important as the many precious paintings and sculptures it houses.

In 2016, the NMWA Main Building, built for the museum’s opening in 1959, was one of a group of works by the
major 20th century architect Le Corbusier enrolled on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Essential renovations and repairs are an ongoing process in order to appropriately preserve, maintain, and hand
on this world-renowned, historically important structure to future generations.

Facilities Overview

Site

Owned property: (2,208 square meters), including property purchased from Kan’eiji in 1967 and 1968.

Leased property: 7,080 square meters leased from the Tokyo Metropolitan Government

Total area: 9,288 square meters

Buildings

Total building area Total floor area Galleries Storage

3,636 square meters 17,369 square meters 4,420 square meters 1,097 square meters

Main Building New Wing Special Exhibition Wing
Number of stories Number of stories Number of stories

3 floors above ground, 2 floors above ground, 2 floors above ground,

1 floor below ground 2 floors below ground 4 floors below ground
Structure Structure Structure

Reinforced concrete (RC) Reinforced concrete (RC) Steel framed reinforced concrete (SRC)
Completion date Completion date Completion date

March 28, 1959 May 31,1973 December 25, 1997
Building area Building area Building area

1,587 square meters 1,480 square meters 524 square meters

Total floor area Total floor area Total floor area

4,399 square meters 4,902 square meters 7,979 square meters
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X (IHTwitter) : @ NMWATokyo
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The National Museum of Western Art

[t - LB ARE]

NMWA General Information

Opening Hours

9:30-17:30/ Fridays and Saturdays 9:30-20:00

* Admission ends 30 mins. before closing time.

* Opening hours may change on an occasional basis.

Museum shop hours
9:30-17:30/ Fridays and Saturdays 9:30-20:00

Café Suiren hours

10:00-17:30

(Food 11:00-16:45 L.O. | Drinks 10:00-17:15 L.O.)

Fridays and Saturdays 10:00-20:00

(Food 11:00-19:10 L.O. | Drinks 10:00-19:30 L.O.)

* Café may close and opening hours may change on an
occasional basis.

Closed

Mondays (Except when a national holiday falls on a Monday.

In this case, the museum is open on the holiday and is closed

the next day), 28 December - 1 January

* In addition to the above, the museum may open or close at
different time.

Free Admission for the Collection

Kawasaki Free Sunday

(As a general rule, the 2 nd Sunday of every month.)
International Museum Day (18 May), Culture Day (3 November)

Fee for the Collection

Adults: 500 (400) yen / College students: 250 (200) yen

* ( )Figures in parentheses indicate discount fees for groups of
20 or more.

* Disabled visitors admitted free of charge, with one attendant.
Please present your disability identification upon arrival.

* Free for high school students, under 18, seniors (65 and over),
“Campus Members”. Please show your ID upon entrance.

* Separate charges for special exhibitions.

Address

7-7 Ueno-koen, Taito-ku, Tokyo 110-0007, Japan

Getting here

JR Yamanote Line, 1 minute from Ueno Station, Park Exit
Keisei Line, 7 minutes from Keisei Ueno Station

Ginza or Hibiya Subway Lines, 8 minutes from Ueno Station
Website

https://www.nmwa.go.jp/en/

Hello Dial

050-5541-8600
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